
February 20, 197d 

Dr. Joshua Lederberg 
Stanford University 
School of Medicine 
Stanford, California 94305 

Dear Josh, 

Your letter of February 2 is the most encouraging one I’ve had since David Perkins 
assigned to me the chairmanship of the hiotorlcal cOlSLittee. I appreciate tremend!x~s ly 
not only your interest in historical work, but also your suggestionn about News Bureaus, 
class and lscture notes, and seeking old editions from university libraries. I shall 
certainly follow them. The question of laboratory notebooks has been consfdcred. Wet 
concluded that we should ret-nd preserving those of tba people who have made Lhe 
most Important diecoveries, bu:. not those of other8 unlers the local archive8 is 
willing to preserve them. 

It is most reassuring to learn of your intention to have your documents deposited 
at Stanford and the Rocksfeller Archice Center. Having been in contact with the latter, 
I noted that Fred Seitz was on the Board, a position I assume you vi11 automatically 
have. In that capacity, you will doubtless have a voice in its policy fomlation. 
Perhaps you would want to consider whether the RAC should be limited to the wide ran&e 
of Rockefeller connections or whether it should--with its presumably large ftnancial 
backing--entertain the possibility of being a repository for other :iocuments. 
Apparently The Archive8 of Contemporary History (ACH) at the University of Wyornfng is 
making efforts to accowdate and acquire a “cry b-ad range of doclrta. 1 wonder 
whether that i8 a good place and whether its precent objective8 are likely LO be 
maintafned after the present director (Dr. Gene (!) Gressley) is no longer on the 
bcene and, if so, whether i:s financial backing is reasonably 8ecure for the long 
term. If you know anything abort ACH, I’d be grateful for the inforlaation. I know 
that It has solicfted documents from some geneticists (Including Sears and me), but 
do nor know whether any have agreed to deposi. there. As you m8y surmise, I’d fell 
lot8 better if the Rockefeller Archive Center xere doing the 8olicLting. Although 
the American Philosophical Society Is buildin:; a good collection of j;enetfc8, I 
sense (perhaps wrongly) that it wants documents of only the most important ~qenctlctste. 
We are soli,citing material6 from well over 100 ger&ticlsts, and are recoarending, to 
most of them that they deposit their msterials at their own itai>rersitiee, as you too 
suggest, However, sorns (probably most) universitf&o do not inventory or adequately 
inventory such archi.:al msterial. Per-s we can eventually meet this problem \jith 
the aid of NgH grants. 

Although our first efforts are directed toward individuals, I have planned from 
the start to turn also to iastttutions. 
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I hope very pauch that you will write an editorial for Science. The time is 
ripe for it. A8 you know, we are not the only group aeking ef4orts to premrm 
hirtorical Puterial8. The Phy8ici8to have been working on this rince 1961. In 
case you h8ve not 8een it, I’m encloring a Xerox of their pamphlet on pre8ervation 
of 64cientific bource msterirl8. You surely know about the Edsall-American 
Philorophiccil Society Survey of Source Matar~als of Biochemistry and Molecular 
El0 logy. Victor XcKu8ick ir heading a comp4rable enterpri8e for Human Ganetica. 
Our group is in close cmnication with the Edrall and HcKusick sroups. I enclorre 
a rhort note I’ve written for circulation to embers of: the Generics Society. 

Your ahort BicgraphLcal Memoir of Tatum 14 a gem. I’u \fery pleaetd CO have i-1 
and look forward to 8eeing the larger 8crle one f belle-ze you are preparing fur 
the Nat-1 Ac8demy. 

I don’t quite know how to interpret your invitation to etay at Abbey Altlrich 
Rockefeller Hall. I stayed there once, by specific fn\ri:ati.on, when I was attending, 
m8ny yaaro mgo, a meeting at Rockefeller University. 1 have alwayr supposed tbt 
thie WBB available only for such meetings and only by specific invlration on each 
OCCa8iOn. It is indeed 
seems to :, your open invitation for the relatively rare occasion8 when I’m in Nev York. LA 

*‘a nice place to 8tay” and f’b be delighted to accept what 

Are you ierlying that this works eomefhing lilce the Ciba House in London, i.c. chat 
one simply .xite8 tha Hell to ask whether a room would be available on a certain date 
regardless of whether the occasion for one’s ,-isit to NCR+ York ha8 any cortnectior, with 
Bockefellert 

It La very kind of you, Jorh; to suqtest r.rying to t,ontsrt: you when in New York. 
I still remember plearantly tha more fre,uent contact8 we had when yoe were st Wisconsin, 
erpecially once when you and I took a 10~2. r:la Ik t.hers along the lake and one- at a 
meeting (Cancer Society) in Cincinnati, and muc.h more often by mail in thP ,<:+vs xhcn 
you were Fntereated in the flegellar (IL! Fbens of Selmonel)a and I. in the ciliarr 
antigen8 of Peramecium. In mre recent years I’ve ftlr -rery ret.icent abo:!t ira?rudlng 
on your busy and fmportant life, so the day we had :og:ether last year at Stanf-‘ord was 
a very epecial treat for me. If you don’t know, you should, that I’ve had a :lerjr :varm 
opot for you ia my heart ever sinct! we iirst: met on your 8cienrlCi.c “coming out” and 
again later at Cold Spring Harbor many, many years ago and that I’ve been iotcnael? 
delighted by your 8ucce8848 and recognitions (and, f hope, not store jealous t’han “.IIE! 
minimum humanly poseible:). Unfortunareiy, we have only one l:fe to live. bi e 911 ho 
didn’t do 98 well a8 WQ wi8hed 8hould be able to do bctcer iE .;e could start dgaiz 
with the experience gained furing the first time aroudd.) 

l4y apologia0 for theee ratilinge of an old-timer. With all beat wi8hes anLi Mach 
affection to you snd your8, 

A8 ever, 

T. M. Sonneborn 

TN3 :nla 
tnc8. 


